
©Copyright 2025 by Turkish Otorhinolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery Society / Turkish Archives of Otorhinolaryngology is published by Galenos Publishing House.
Licenced under Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International (CC BY-NC 4.0).

Turkish Archives of Otorhinolaryngology Turk Arch Otorhinolaryngol

Over the past twenty years, open access publishing has been enthusiastically embraced 
as a means of making scientific knowledge accessible to a wider audience. Initially, it was 
seen as a significant opportunity by the academic world (1). However, over time, while 
this model provided free access to readers, it also created significant financial burdens for 
authors due to the publication fees they incurred. Today, the vast majority of open access 
journals require authors to pay article processing charges (APCs), which typically range 
from $250 to $3,500 per accepted article (2,3).

This situation has created a major challenge, particularly for researchers in low- and 
middle-income countries where physician salaries are low and funding systems supporting 
scientific research are underdeveloped. In many countries, APCs can exceed physician 
salaries, making it very difficult for scientists to submit their work to high-quality journals. 
As a result, the ideal of “equality of access to information” at the heart of the “open access” 
concept is not being fully realized (2,4).

At this point, “diamond open access,” also referred to as “platinum open access,” a lesser-
known but more inclusive model of open access publishing, has come to the fore. In 
this model, there are no fees for either readers or authors. However, the most significant 
challenge for this model is sustainability: very few journals worldwide have adopted it, 
and many of those that have are supported by universities, civil society organizations, and 
research institutions (5-7).

The Turkish Archives of Otorhinolaryngology, the official scientific publication of the 
Turkish Society of Otorhinolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery, has been a diamond 
open access journal since 2013, charging no fees to readers or authors. Our association has 
borne this financial burden for years, dedicating itself to promoting scientific publishing 
and providing an equal publishing environment for both national and international 
researchers.
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Importance of Diamond Open Access in ENT

Currently, 73 journals in otorhinolaryngology are indexed 
in the Web of Science (Science Citation Index Expanded 
and Emerging Sources Citation Index), 27 of which are 
open access. Among these 27 open access journals, only 
a few operate under the Diamond Open Access model, 
which does not charge authors. The Turkish Archives of 
Otorhinolaryngology is one of these few journals (8).

Moreover, our journal offers significant advantages not only 
through its free publication policy but also through the 
short publication timeline and increased visibility. Accepted 
articles added to the journal’s ahead of print section become 
available on PubMed on the same day or the following day, 
which greatly enhances their international visibility in a very 
short time. The relatively short time between submission and 
the initial decision, and the publication of accepted research 
articles within 12-15 weeks, are other important advantages 
for authors.

In conclusion, the Turkish Archives of Otorhinolaryngology 
offers authors significant advantages by providing free 
publication in a reputable, indexed journal, international 
visibility upon acceptance, and a short, predictable 
publication process. The diamond open access model, which 
is uncommon today, strongly supports the equitable sharing 
of scientific knowledge. Greater recognition of this model’s 
value will significantly help reduce geographical and economic 
barriers to scientific production. Given the advantages 
outlined above, we invite all local and international scientists 
to submit to our journal, which operates under the diamond 
open access model.

Footnotes

Acknowledgment: The author used DeepL (DeepL SE, 
Cologne, Germany) for translation from Turkish to English 
and QuillBot (QuillBot Inc., Chicago, USA) for grammar 

and language editing to enhance readability. These tools were 
used solely for linguistic improvement and did not generate 
scientific content.

Financial Disclosure: The author declare that this study 
has received no financial support.

References
1.	 Laakso M, Welling P, Bukvova H, Nyman L, Björk BC, Hedlund 

T. The development of open access journal publishing from 1993 
to 2009. PLoS One. 2011; 6: e20961. [Crossref ] 

2.	 Seguya A, Salano V, Okerosi S, Kim EK, Shrime MG, Viljoen 
G, et al. Are open access article processing charges affordable for 
otolaryngologists in low-income and middle-income countries? 
Curr Opin Otolaryngol Head Neck Surg. 2023; 31: 202-7. 
[Crossref ] 

3.	 Kim EK, Shrime MG. Cost of open access publishing in 
otolaryngology-head and neck surgery. World J Otorhinolaryngol 
Head Neck Surg. 2022; 9: 352-6. [Crossref ] 

4.	 Nuss S, Patterson RH, Xu MJ, Seguya A, Salano V, Zalaquett 
N, et al. Addressing inequities in the otolaryngology academic 
publishing: a call to action. J Coll Med S Afr. 2024; 2: 64. [Crossref ] 

5.	 Gajović S. Independent, publicly funded journals adhering to 
platinum open access are the future of responsible scholarly 
publishing. J Korean Med Sci. 2020; 35: e13. [Crossref ] 

6.	 Paulus W. Free for authors, free for readers, free from publisher, 
free formatting and free opinion: this is free neuropathology. Free 
Neuropathol. 2020; 1: 1. [Crossref ] 

7.	 Stauss M, Floyd L, Woywodt A. Weighing up open access 
publishing in nephrology-bronze, platinum, or fools’ gold? 
Kidney360. 2023; 4: 1637-40. [Crossref ] 

8.	 Clarivate. Master journal list. Available from: https://mjl.clarivate.
com/search-results. Accessed 9 Oct 2025. [Crossref ] 


